
Newsletter 1
This occasional newsletter will inform you of trade union and trades council activities across the Region, with links to colleagues and resources that can support your actions – please forward to members who may be interested.

Megan Dobney

Regional Secretary

Southern & Eastern Region TUC

SERTUC is the TUC in London, the South East, and East of England

SERTUC, Congress House, Great Russell Street, London WC1B 3LS

mdobney@tuc.org.uk      020 7467 1291     07879 631 785

Pensions dispute

A number of unions are discussing further industrial action in pursuit of their dispute – SERTUC’s Regional Council was told that the first day of action may take place on 1 March – confirmation will be sent when available.

Trade union actions

PCS National Gallery lunchtime walkout over staff cuts. Thursday 2 February 1-3pm. Keith Johnston PCS London & South East regional secretary keithj@pcs.org.uk 

PCS Driver & Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) office network closures. Proposed closures would result in job losses in the region as shown in the table below. A briefing document and petition is available from Richard Edwards richarde@pcs.org.uk 
	Brighton
	22

	Chelmsford
	54

	Ipswich
	16

	Maidstone
	22

	Norwich
	17

	Oxford
	10

	Peterborough
	26

	Portsmouth
	23

	Sidcup
	86

	Theale
	21

	Wimbledon
	39


RMT day of action supporting the joint union Save our Railways campaign Thursday 2 February. The train stations in the table below will be leafleted. Contact Matt Dykes mdykes@tuc.org.uk for further information

	Attleborough
	8am

	Bletchley
	7am

	Diss
	8am

	Ely
	7.30am

	Enfield
	7am

	Euston
	8am

	Harold Wood
	7.30am

	Horsham
	4pm

	Kings Cross
	TBA

	Milton Keynes
	7am

	Paddington
	7.15am

	Potters Bar
	TBA

	Reading
	7.15am

	Romford
	8am

	Stevenage
	TBA

	Thetford
	7.30am

	Three Bridges
	6am

	Victoria
	7.30am

	Waterloo
	TBC

	Tunbridge Wells
	7.30pm

	Andover
	6.45am

	Reading
	7.15am


Trades councils actions

Cambridge trades council lobby of county council cabinet meeting at 9am on the steps of Shire Hall in Castle Hill on Tuesday 31 January to save the rural bus service threatened by £2.85m cuts. Tom Woodcock woodcocktom@hotmail.com 

St Albans, Welwyn & Hatfield trades council will lobby Welwyn Hatfield’s budget setting meeting on Monday 6 February. Campus West AL8 6AE from 6.45pm. Jon Berry nutjon@aol.com
Industry

BAE Systems Surface Ships in Portsmouth Naval Base – threat to close shipbuilding facility in Portsmouth. 1,500 jobs plus an equal number of supply chain jobs at risk http://www.prospect.org.uk/news/id/2012/00113 http://www.gmb.org.uk/newsroom/latest_news/gmb_call_for_shipbuilding.aspx  

Coryton refinery in Essex – closure threat to refinery – 1,000 jobs in danger as Petroplus files for bankruptcy. http://www.unitetheunion.org/news__events/latest_news/coryton_workforce_cautiously_o.aspx?lang=en-gb 

Libraries

In Bexley readers will be asked to hand over to a “community group” £24 annual fee. Non-members will be charged to use the computers (currently free). The Library will be staffed by volunteers from Greener Bexley.

Suffolk is setting up an Industrial and Provident Society to run its libraries and cut costs by £2.6m, despite problems with a similar wheeze in Glasgow.

The Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountability says 33 libraries closed in 2010-11, and since 2011 there are 600 English public libraries (13% of those remaining) at risk of closure.

Health & safety

Workers Memorial Day Defend health and safety 28 April TUC bulletins and resources available from www.tuc.org.uk/wmd 
A TUC briefing is available on the Lofstedt Review from mdobney@tuc.org.uk 

SERTUC events

SERTUC equality conference Saturday 24 March, Congress House. The conference will be free and lunch will be provided. Conference agenda will be available shortly but note the date now. Who should attend? All reps, officers and activists. SERTUC’s ninth survey of equality in trade unions will be available for delegates.

TUC information

Labour Market Report  Number 22 January 2012. Covers Employment & unemployment, Regional variations, Young people, Women, Vacancies, Atypical work, Average earnings growth. Available from http://www.tuc.org.uk/economy/tuc-20508-f0.cfm 
