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                        R&C/BB/441/11
To:

Branch Secretaries (including VOA)




Equality Chairs




GEC

From:

Jeanette Brooke – Group Treasurer

Action:
Ensure that local representatives are made aware of the contents of this briefing as a matter of urgency.
Subject:
Group Hardship Fund

Background
With the approaching action on 30 November I thought it would be timely to re-issue the guidance and application form for the Revenue and Customs Group hardship fund. This briefing will also be placed on the PCS website.
Branch representatives are reminded that the fund is to assist those of our members who have taken industrial action and who are suffering extreme hardship. It is not strike pay and the maximum amount that can be paid to successful applicants is 50% of an AO’s average daily pay rate (approximately £20) per day.

Further Guidance
· Applications should be made on the attached form and submitted within 10 days of the end of the month in which  pay is  deducted.

· The form should either be typed or completed in black ink.

· The pay slip showing the deduction must be attached (if it is unclear then please also attach an earlier pay slip).

· A branch officer must sign the form to confirm that the member took part in the action and that they have been a member for about 6 months.
Fundraising
The Group Hardship Fund is in a relatively healthy position thanks to your hard work, however given the current climate there is always a possibility that further action may be required in the future. Branches are therefore encouraged to continue to fundraise to boost the hardship fund. Whether by individual donations or bucket collections all donations are very welcome and are used to assist those of our members facing severe hardship and allows them to participate in action called. 
Account Details
Money can either be paid direct into the account by direct transfer or by cheque.
Bank details:  Unity Trust Bank
Account name: PCS Revenue and Customs Group Hardship Fund  

Bank Sort Code:  086001

Account Number: 20210731

Cheques should be made payable to the PCS Revenue and Customs Group Hardship Fund and sent to: Jeanette Brooke, PCS R & C Group Treasurer, ID1, 160, Falcon Road, London, SW11 2LN

Action
This briefing should be brought to the immediate attention of local representatives. 
